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far not; and whether I have the liberty to refuse him, if I do not like him.
Fa. Yes, if you will resolve to use your judgment, and not refuse him before you see him, but give good reasons for what you do.
Da. I think, sir, I ought to have a negative voice, without being obliged to dispute my reasons with my father, for that's just bringing me into the same condition with my sister; her reasons are good to her, but not to you, sir; and so you take her conscience of duty to God to be a contempt of her duty to you: I would not be run into the same snare.
Fa. You are mighty positive in your demanding a negative voice against your father.
Da. But I had better know my case beforehand, that T may not insist upon more than is my right, and offend you sir, in seeming to encroach upon your government.
Fa. Let me know, then, what your demand is.
Da. Sir, I think, when you propose marrying to me, the discourse of portion and settlement is in your province, and I have nothing to do with it: but I think I ought to be at liberty to like or dislike, receive or refuse the person, and that absolutely.
Fa. What, without showing any reason ?
Da. No;   I ought,  without  doubt,   to  tell  my father my objections, and to give a due force to all the arguments my father may use to satisfy my . doubts, but I ought not to be forced to like, even though I could not maintain my reasons.
Fa. And you capitulate with me for this liberty, before you see this gentleman, do you ?
Da. No, sir, I do not capitulate with you, but I hope you will, on your own accord, grant me the liberty which the nature of the thing calls for ; tliat